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Safe on Paper, Unsafe in Reality:
Turkey and EU Return Policy

EU list of safe countries of origin  revised safe third

country concept new regulation to accelerate returns.

But Turkey is NOT safe — not for Turkish nationals, nor asylum
seekers, migrants, or refugees. Here's why:

e Political repression has intensified after the detention of Ekrem Imamoglu, Istanbul

Mayor and key opposition leader

* Protfests against imamoglu's arrest were met with violence and repression:
o As of late March, at least 1,879 people detained in connection with the protests

o Detainees were exposed to handcuffing, abuses, and sexual violence

e Before Imamoglu, 14 mayors were ousted between 2024 and 2025
e A proposed “agents of influence” law will further criminalize civil society, if passed

e A proposed bill criminalizes “promotion” of LGBTQIA+ identities and introduce

prison sentences for same-sex ceremonies

‘- This is the reality for
Turkish citizens —
not a “safe country.”



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/new-common-european-system-returns-2025-03-11_en
https://www.politico.eu/article/turkey-jailed-tayyip-erdogan-mayor-immamoglu-jail-crackdown-nato-democracy/
https://www.ihd.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/ihd-19-26-Mart-2025-Bilgi-Notu.pdf
https://bianet.org/haber/chd-li-avukatlar-gozaltinda-ciplak-aramaya-maruz-kalan-yurttaslar-oldu-305732
https://euromedrights.org/publication/turkiye-repression-of-opposition-voices-intensifies/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2024/11/turkiye-proposed-agents-of-influence-law-is-attack-on-civil-society-and-must-be-rejected/
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/turkey-write-biological-sex-law-and-criminalise-promotion-lgbtq
https://www.hrw.org/news/2024/05/16/turkiye-kurdish-politicians-convicted-unjust-mass-trial

:éEUROMED
4RIGHTS

@_@ Surveillance, repression and silence deportations

® Constant ID checks, arbitrary arrests, and police abuse
e Non-refoulement is routinely violated — often with no due process

o Hundreds of Syrians_deported since 2018, many presented as “voluntary return”

o 44,768 Atghans_deported in recent years

e Detention centers are overcrowded, unsanitary, and degrading
o People sleep on floors and face lack of food, health care, legal aid, and
widespread psychological distress

o Police officers have been filmed abusing detainees!

AIA The limits of Turkey's asylum system

e Turkey applies the Refugee Convention_only to Europeans, asylum seekers from

elsewhere are denied full refugee status

e Greek Supreme Court (March 2025) annulled the Greek government’s designation of
Turkey as a 'safe third country’ !
® Since 2020, Turkey has refused to readmit rejected asylum seekers from Greece,

making the safe third country concept application by Greece arbitrary in practice

® According to Human Rights Watch, Turkey lacks meaningful asylum procedures, and
people have been pushed back even further from its borders into danger zones

This is the reality for people
‘- on the move in Turkey —
not a “safe country.”



https://www.canva.com/link?target=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lighthousereports.com%2Finvestigation%2Fturkeys-eu-funded-deportation-machine%2F&design=DAGl7L-kirA&accessRole=editor&linkSource=comment
https://stockholmcf.org/teenage-syrian-refugee-killed-amid-wave-of-racist-attacks-in-turkey/
https://www.dw.com/en/syrians-in-turkey-face-deportation-into-an-unknown-future/a-69491855
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/10/24/turkey-hundreds-refugees-deported-syria
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.
https://multeci.org.tr/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Multeci-Der-Report-on-Removal-Center-Visits-OCT-DEC-2024-ENG.pdf
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.
https://www.hrw.org/news/2022/11/17/why-eu-cant-count-turkey-protect-asylum-seekers#:~:text=There%20are%20multiple%20reasons%20Turkey%20cannot%20be%20considered,for%20those%20who%20do%20get%20access%20is%20another.

