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Safe on Paper, Unsafe in Reality:

Tunisia and EU Return Policy

EU list of safe countries of origin  revised safe third

country concept new regulation to accelerate returns.

But Tunisia is NOT safe — not for Tunisians, nor asylum seekers,
migrants, or refugees. Here's why:

Under President Saied, civic space is shrinking: stigmatization and repression of human rights

defenders increase, many facing judicial harassment:

e Decree-Law 54 on cybercrime is used to jail critics for “fake news” — in 2024, 400

people, including 24 journalists, were prosecuted under it

® Lawyer and journalist Sonia Dahmani has been arbitrarily detained since May 2024 for

denouncing abuses against people on the move

e The judiciary is no longer independent: judges and institutions have been dismissed by

decree, and fair trials are routinely denied

e Torture and ill4reatment by security forces are on the rise: 81 cases were documented
between June 2023 and June 2024

g This is the reality for
Tunisian citizens —

not a “safe country.”



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/new-common-european-system-returns-2025-03-11_en
https://cpj.org/2025/04/jailed-tunisian-commentator-faces-10-year-sentence-after-charges-elevated-to-felony/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2025/04/22/tunisia-harsh-sentences-conspiracy-case-sham-trial
https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2025/04/tunisia-crackdown-on-dissent-intensifies-with-arrest-of-human-rights-lawyer-following-verdict-in-sham-trial/
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li\ i Arbitrary detention , torture and illtreatment

* People on the move face pre-rial and immigration detention with no procedural
guarantees: no access to translators, doctors, lawyers, and confiscated documents
* Mid-September 2024: 3,800 individuals under international protection in Tunisia

reported being subjected to torture during their migration journey

“: Sexual and gender-based violence
\

e A humanitarian organization reported a 400% increase in cases among its

beneficiaries on the move between January and October 2024!

@g No asylum, dangerous routes, and barriers to departure

* People on the move are denied identification, access to asylum, and international
protection

e 2024: 30+ organizations working on migrants’ protection faced repression

e 2024: 600-700 died or went missing off Tunisia's coast

e 2024: More than 70,000 interceptions at sea, with violent coast guards practices

widely reported

Forced arbitrary displacements and deportation

e January-November 2024: 16,503 deportations, mostly to Algeria (2000+) and Libya
e Deported indivisuals face exposure to torture, trafficking and further deportations

from Algeria and Libya to Niger
g This is the reality for people on

the move in Tunisia —
not a “safe country.” \Qj
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Aissata survived — but no one should endure
this. Her story is not an exception, it's part of a
system of violence...

Aissata’s journey shows the brutal cost of calling
Tunisia a “safe” country!



