
Safe on Paper, Unsafe in Reality: 
Egypt and EU Return Policy

Egypt counts tens of thousands political prisoners, including journalists, human

rights defenders, doctors, and academics

Torture is widespread, involving beatings, electric shocks, sexual and

psychological abuse; the use of death penalty is on the rise

Enforced disappearance is a tool to silence dissidents, who are arrested without

warrants, held in secret facilities, with no access to lawyers or family

Unfair trials are common, e.g., defendants are denied lawyers, tried without

access to case files, and sentenced based on State Security investigations alone

Inhumane detention conditions include overcrowding, solitary confiment, denial of

medicare care and visitation rights, and poor sanitation

This is the reality for
Egyptian citizens –
not a “safe country.”

In 2025, the European Commission launched a major overhaul of the EU return

framework, proposing an EU list of safe countries of origin, a revised safe third

country concept, and a new regulation to accelerate returns.

Under these new rules, Egypt is considered a “safe” country of origin, could be

treated as a “safe” third country, and may become a destination for forced

returns through bilateral agreements.

Read the case of activist Alaa Abd el-

Fattah –  imprisoned for over a decade,

now on hunger strike along with his

mother to protest inhumane detention

But Egypt is NOT safe – not for Egyptians, nor asylum
seekers, migrants, or refugees. Here's why:

What happens to Egyptian nationals?

https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2020/04/press-briefing-note-egypt
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2020/04/press-briefing-note-egypt
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240319-abused-and-oppressed-egyptian-political-detainees-fast-behind-bars/
https://egyptianfront.org/category/files/death-penalty/
https://egyptianfront.org/category/files/death-penalty/
https://eipr.org/en/press/2025/01/egypt-un-universal-periodic-review-must-highlight-systematic-human-rights-violations
https://eipr.org/en/press/2025/01/egypt-un-universal-periodic-review-must-highlight-systematic-human-rights-violations
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20240319-abused-and-oppressed-egyptian-political-detainees-fast-behind-bars/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52025PC0186
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/commission-proposes-facilitate-application-safe-third-country-concept-2025-05-20_en
https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/new-common-european-system-returns-2025-03-11_en
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/apr/29/fears-health-alaa-abd-el-fattah-and-mother-hunger-strikes-laila-soueif
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2025/apr/29/fears-health-alaa-abd-el-fattah-and-mother-hunger-strikes-laila-soueif


People on the move are arbitrarily detained in inhumane conditions, including

children, women, and people with medical needs – see what happens to

Sudanese and Eritreans

The new asylum law (2024) worsened the situation by transferring asylum

decisions from UNHCR to Egyptian authorities, allowing the arbitrary detention of

asylum seekers during processing, enabling deportation, and restricting freedoms

and services

What happens to people on the move in Egypt?

Read what happens to many Sudanese

refugees deported back despite the

ongoing armed conflict — a clear

violation of non-refoulement

This is the reality for people
on the move in Egypt – 
not a “safe country.”

Criminalization, arbitrary detention, and erosion of
protection

Mass deportations keep rising, refoulement to countries at
war continues

April-September 2023: 5,000+ deportations, including 3,000

in September alone

November 2023: 1,600 deportations, including recognized

refugees

March 2025: 21,000 deportations to Sudan

In 2023, Sudanese and Eritrean refugees held sit-ins in front of UNHCR offices,

calling for protection and basic rights

Protests were violently dispersed by police, and refugee activists were later

targeted with threats, surveillance, and intimidation

Voices are silenced and met with repression

https://rpegy.org/en/editions/press-release-for-egypts-joint-upr-report-refugees-and-asylum-seekers-rights-in-egypt-2019-2024/
https://www.amnesty.org/en/documents/mde12/8101/2024/en/
https://rpegy.org/en/egypt-forcibly-deported-25-asylum-seekers-to-eritrea-including-children-others-are-in-arbitrary-detention-and-fear-the-same-danger/
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/submission-to-the-un-committee-on-the-rights-of-the-child
https://www.globaldetentionproject.org/egypt-detaining-and-refouling-sudanese-refugees-fleeing-spiralling-conflict-in-sudan
https://rpegy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/AUG2022-EN.pdf
https://www.amnesty.org/fr/latest/news/2024/12/egypt-president-al-sisi-must-reject-new-asylum-law-which-violates-refugee-rights/
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/investigations/2024/04/25/exclusive-inside-egypt-secret-scheme-detain-deport-thousands-sudan-refugees
https://www.thenewhumanitarian.org/investigations/2024/04/25/exclusive-inside-egypt-secret-scheme-detain-deport-thousands-sudan-refugees
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Egypt-Sudanese-refugees-report.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/egypts-crackdown-drives-sudanese-refugees-new-route-libya-beyond-2025-06-11/
https://www.amnesty.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Egypt-Sudanese-refugees-report.pdf

