On the Move - Latest migration news

MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN LEBANON

10/05/2022-24/05/2022

o After the shipwreck of 23 April 2022, where 7 people lost their lives and
many are still missing, families demand answers from the state as the
migrants' boat sank after colliding with a Lebanese navy vessel. EuroMed
Rights and the Lebanese Center for Human Rights published a joint
statement demanding a transparent investigation into the incident.

5/04/2022-10/05/2022

o On 29 April 2022, the Lebanese Army detained 5 people in the city of Tripoli
who were allegedly preparing to smuggle 85 migrants by boat to Europe.

e On 23 April 2022, a boat capsized off the coast of Tripoli, Lebanon, with
approximately 70 people on board, both Syrians and Lebanese. Authorities
were able to rescue 48 people, and 6 bodies were recovered while the rest
remain missing. The names of five of the deceased have been confirmed:
Riad Dandchi, Hanan al-Jamal, Bahaa Murad, Bahaa Dandashi and
Muhammad Abbas Al-Khashin.

o More than 100,000 Ethiopians are estimated to be living and working in
Lebanon under the kafala sponsorship system, which binds the worker to
the employer and stripe them of many rights. Since April 2020, at least 10
Ethiopian migrant workers have died in unclear circumstance and no
investigation was launched by Lebanese authorities. Despite their
vulnerability however, going back to Ethiopia is not an option as the country
is in the middle of civil war.

22/02/2022-08/03/2022

« A fire broke out in a Syrian refugee camp near Qab Elias in the Bekaa, the
official National News Agency (Ani) reported on February 21. The flames
destroyed several tents. The Civil Defense intervened and managed to
extinguish the fire.

25/01/2022 - 08/02/2022

e 11 Syrian refugees in Lebanon landed in Italy via humanitarian corridors.
Another 11 will be evacuated in the next days, mostly for family
reunifications.


https://www.lemonde.fr/international/article/2022/05/09/le-naufrage-d-un-bateau-de-migrants-suscite-la-colere-a-tripoli_6125371_3210.html
https://euromedrights.org/publication/justice-for-victims-of-tripoli-boat-incident-and-protection-of-refugees-in-lebanon/
https://euromedrights.org/publication/justice-for-victims-of-tripoli-boat-incident-and-protection-of-refugees-in-lebanon/
https://apnews.com/article/business-middle-east-europe-migration-accidents-09c4ab49b85b1c881118adb38ddcca3f
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1297614/death-toll-in-tripoli-boat-sinking-continues-to-rise.html
https://nowlebanon.com/an-invisible-war/
https://www.lorientlejour.com/article/1291385/incendie-dans-un-camp-de-refugies-dans-la-bekaa.html#:~:text=par%20Sarah%20Abdallah.-,Un%20incendie%20s'est%20d%C3%A9clar%C3%A9%20dans%20un%20camp%20de%20r%C3%A9fugi%C3%A9s,r%C3%A9ussi%20%C3%A0%20%C3%A9teindre%20l'incendie.
https://www.ansamed.info/ansamed/it/notizie/rubriche/cronaca/2022/01/31/migranti-giunti-in-italia-dal-libano-11-profughi-siriani_1f160708-788e-4782-ac8f-de6a13eb4cb8.html

11/01/2022 - 25/01/2022

Freezing temperatures and heavy rains are severely affecting Lebanese and
refugees in the country. These climate events, topped with the harsh
economic crisis in the country, have meant that currently, 9 out of 10 Syrian
refugees live in extreme poverty and half of the refugee population is food
insecure.

The UN agency for Palestinian refugees UNRWA seeks $87.5 million to assist
Palestinian refugees in Lebanon, amid the worse economic and financial
crisis the country is experiencing in decades. Palestinian refugees, and
other refugee communities in the country, experience dire vulnerabilities
as lack of access to food and increasing poverty rates.

14/12/2021-11/01/2022

In the past two years, about 12,000 Lebanese have relocated to Cyprus due
to the harsh economic situation in the country.

30/11/2021 - 14/12/2021

Thousands of Syrian refugee children are blocked from education in
Lebanon due to policies that require specific documentation and legal
residency in Lebanon that refugee children cannot obtain. This year, the
Ministry of Education set an unrealistic deadline for the registration of
Syrian refugee children to the school system by 4 December 2021 (the
communication was released in the end of November). According to
Human Rights Watch, 660,000  Syrian  refugee children live in
Lebanon: about 200,000 of them have never been to school and 60% were
not enrolled in recent years.

16/11/2021 - 29/11/2021

On the 17th of November 2021, the organisation Refugee Protection Watch
launched its annual report on the situation of Syrian refugees in Lebanon
and Syria. Key findings of the report are that the situation in Syria is not
adequate for the safe and dignified returns of Syrian refugees, that UNHCR
protection thresholds for returnees are not met and that there is a need for
durable solutions for refugees stuck in Lebanon, especially by widening the
possibilities for resettlements.

Lebanon’s civil aviation authorities said the country would stop travellers on
their way to Belarus from Beirut. The decision comes after other countries
in the Middle East have been pressured by the EU to ban flights carrying
migrants and asylum-seekers directed to the Belarus-Polish border.

On the 20th of November 2021, the Lebanese army stopped a boat
carrying 90 people, mostly Syrians and Palestinians. Similarly, the previous
Friday, the Lebanese authorities stopped 82 people on their way to Europe.


https://www.unhcr.org/news/stories/2022/1/61e6a6484/crisis-hit-families-struggle-winter-arrives-lebanon.html
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2022/01/un-agency-seeks-urgent-support-palestinian-refugees-lebanon
https://euobserver.com/tickers/153959?utm_source=euobs&utm_medium=email
https://www.hrw.org/news/2021/12/03/lebanon-syrian-refugee-children-blocked-school
http://refugeeprotectionwatch.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/RPW-REPORT-FINAL-20211117.pdf
https://www.dpa-international.com/topic/poland-claims-victory-says-belarus-busing-migrants-away-urn%3Anewsml%3Adpa.com%3A20090101%3A211117-99-39416
https://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refdaily?pass=52fc6fbd5&id=619b4bda3

Lebanon’s Foreign Minister said that Syrian refugees must return home. He
declared that Lebanon was working together with Russia to repatriate
Syrians and avoid Syrian refugees staying in the country for decades.

DAWN reports on the inhuman conditions inside Lebanon’s prisons. In
particular, inside the overcrowded prison of Roumieh, prisoners reported
on the widespread diffusion of the Delta variant of Covid-19 that puts them
at high risk since they have no access to hygiene and sick detainees are not
transferred to hospitals. Besides the risks related to the pandemic, torture
and ill-treatment are widespread. Syrian refugees are often wrongfully
imprisoned with terrorism charges and exposed to routine abuses and
forms of torture. According to government figures, Syrians constitute 28%
of the overall number prisoners and 85% of all juvenile detainees.

25/10/2021 - 15/11/2021

On the 12th of November, European Commissioner Margaritis
Schinas flew to Lebanon from the UAE as part of an outreach mission to
countries of origin and transit of the people now trapped at the Belarus-
Polish border. He met with the Lebanese President and Prime Minister to
demand their help in stopping migrants on their way to Minsk.

23/09/2021 - 05/10/2021

On 29 September 2021, in a joint statement, UNHCR, the United Nations
World Food Programme (WFP), and UNICEF, expressed their deep concern
on the worsening living conditions for Syrian refugees and Lebanese in
Lebanon, where nine out of 10 Syrian refugees are living in extreme poverty.

The latest ICMPD assessment focuses on the situation of Palestinian
refugees in Lebanon.

21/06/2021 - 05/07/2021

According to UNHCR, World Food Programme and UNICEF, food
insecurity among refugees has recently increased to “an alarming level”.
99% of Syrian refugee households, do not have enough food or enough
money to buy food, according to a recent UNICEF report.



https://www.unhcr.org/cgi-bin/texis/vtx/refdaily?pass=52fc6fbd5&id=619f33af3
https://dawnmena.org/lebanons-overcrowded-prisons-are-a-death-sentence-funded-by-the-u-s/
https://www.kuna.net.kw/ArticleDetails.aspx?id=3009159&language=en
https://twitter.com/NatashaBertaud/status/1458766675877285896
https://www.unhcr.org/news/press/2021/9/615430234/un-syrian-refugees-lebanon-struggle-survive-amid-worst-socioeconomic-crisis.html
https://www.euneighbours.eu/en/south/stay-informed/publications/icmpd-migration-palestinian-refugees-lebanon-current-trends-and?utm_campaign=info%40euneighbours.eu&utm_medium=email&utm_source=transactional
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/assessing-socioeconomic-impact-covid-19-forcibly-displaced-populations-thematic-brief
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/assessing-socioeconomic-impact-covid-19-forcibly-displaced-populations-thematic-brief
https://reliefweb.int/report/lebanon/lebanon-children-s-future-line

