
On the Move – Latest migration news 

MIGRANTS AND REFUGEES IN CYPRUS 

 

08/06/2021 – 21/06/2021 

• 5 UN Special Rapporteurs express their concern about NGOs in Cyprus and 

KISA’s deregistration.   

26/05/2021 – 7/06/2021  

• On 3 June 2021, six NGOs (ALEF, Access Centre for Human Rights, KISA, the 

Lebanese Centre for Human Rights and EuroMed Rights) issued a joint 

statement denouncing that at least five Syrians who were pushed back 

from Cyprus to Lebanon on 16 May 2021, were deported from Lebanon to 

Syria on 1 June 2021 and others are still in detention and at risk of 

deportation. 

• On 3 June 2021, the Director-General of Lebanese General Security, Abbas 

Ibrahim, met with Cypriot Interior Minister, Nikos Nouris, and police chief, 

Stelios Papatheodorou, on the issue of “illegal immigration to Cyprus and 

how to deal with this phenomenon in the best and most effective way 

possible.” 

• 34 men, 20 women and 48 children on board a boat waited for five days off 

Cypriot coasts before being allowed to disembark. On 21 May 2021, Cyprus 

had notified the European Commission of its “state of emergency” 

concerning migration control and that “there is no  further capacity to host 

additional migrants”. 

10/05/2021 – 26/05/2021 

• On 16 May 2021, a boat with 56 migrants on board (39 men, seven women 

and ten children) was reportedly spotted about 16 nautical miles south of 

Cyprus’ Cape Greco. Cypriot authorities checked the documents of the 

people on board and then denied entry to Cyprus and pushed them back 

to Lebanon.   

29.03.2021 – 12.04.2021 

• The US Department of State published its 2020 Country Reports on Human 

Rights Practices on Cyprus, highlighting the recent pushbacks practices. 

10/03/2021 – 29/03/2021 

https://kisa.org.cy/5-un-special-rapporteurs-express-their-concern-about-ngos-in-cyprus-and-kisas-deregistration/
https://euromedrights.org/publication/pushbacks-from-cyprus-to-lebanon-leads-to-chain-refoulement-to-syria/
https://euromedrights.org/publication/pushbacks-from-cyprus-to-lebanon-leads-to-chain-refoulement-to-syria/
https://twitter.com/DGSG_Security/status/1400431005371097093
https://today.lorientlejour.com/article/1264031/lebanon-has-deported-15-syrian-refugees-five-of-whom-had-attempted-to-reach-cyprus-rights-monitor.html
https://cyprus-mail.com/2021/05/25/migrants-on-boat-for-five-days-finally-allowed-to-disembark/
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20210521-cyprus-says-state-of-emergency-over-syria-migrant-inflow
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/32269/sent-back-56-migrants-were-refused-entry-to-cyprus-at-the-weekend
https://www.state.gov/reports/2020-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/cyprus/#.YGXrizWcghs.twitter


• On 18 March 2021, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human 

Rights, Dunja Mijatović, urged Cypriot authorities to “investigate 

allegations of pushbacks and ill-treatment of migrants, improve reception 

conditions, and ensure an enabling environment for NGOs”.   

• The government of Cyprus has started erecting an 11km-long barrier to 

prevent migrants from crossing from the Northern part of the island to the 

South.   

23/02/2021 – 10/03/2021 

• On 19 February 2021, in an official statement, Cyprus called 

for international assistance to deal with what it called the “migration 

crisis”.   

08/02/2021 – 22/02/2021 

• On 19 February 2021, 37 organisations denounced the ongoing 

harassment against KISA and called on the Cypriot authorities to reinstate 

their official registration as a non-governmental organisation (NGO). In a 

joint declaration, the Cypriot Foreign Affairs and Interior 

Ministers accused Turkey of creating a new migration route that has 

“disproportionately affected” Cyprus, that now has the highest percentage 

of asylum seekers in the European Union in relation to its population. The 

Ministers requested discussing this issue at the upcoming videoconference 

of EU Foreign Affairs and Interior Ministers on 15 March 2021. 

21/12 2020 – 8/2 2021 

• Read EuroMed Right’s submission to the Special Rapporteur’s Report on 

Pushback Practices and Their Impact on the Human Rights of Migrants  

• Asylum seekers detained in the Pournara camp protested against the 

inhumane detention conditions and over delays in their asylum application 

process. 

12/1 2021–25/1 2021 

• Asylum seekers detained in the Pournara “reception” centre protested for 

freedom and to denounce the inhumane detention conditions in which 

they live.    

• Cypriot Interior Minister published a decree banning newly arrived Syrian 

refugees in Cyprus to settle in the coastal village of Chlorakas, accusing 

https://www.coe.int/fr/web/commissioner/view/-/asset_publisher/ugj3i6qSEkhZ/content/cypriot-authorities-should-investigate-allegations-of-pushbacks-and-ill-treatment-of-migrants-improve-reception-conditions-and-ensure-an-enabling-envi?_101_INSTANCE_ugj3i6qSEkhZ_languageId=en_GB
https://www.infomigrants.net/en/post/30838/cyprus-errects-barrier-to-deter-migrants
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1155592/cyprus-alarmed-by-migrant-ratio-seeks-assistance/
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1155592/cyprus-alarmed-by-migrant-ratio-seeks-assistance/
https://picum.org/organisations-denounce-the-ongoing-harassment-against-kisa-and-call-on-the-cypriot-authorities-to-reinstate-their-official-registration-as-a-non-governmental-organisation-ngo/
https://www.rtbf.be/info/dossier/drames-de-la-migration-les-candidats-refugies-meurent-aux-portes-de-l-europe/detail_chypre-accuse-la-turquie-de-creer-une-nouvelle-route-migratoire-qui-passe-par-son-ile?id=10701520
https://euromedrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/Submission-Special-Rapporteur-pushbacks_Cyprus_EuroMed-Rights.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgrMdtFjAvs&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR239dZ3paK5ppy3AawHR8zuO7mJwb2ojf5mMKac5gzCyjf4WSo0sN0WdlI
https://www.facebook.com/doros.polykarpou/videos/3654071301351940
https://cyprus-mail.com/2021/01/15/decree-bans-new-syrian-refugees-from-settling-in-chlorakas/


them of causing demographic and criminality problems and of “creating 

ghettos”. 

21/12 2020 –12/1 2021 

•  On 8 January 2021,around 25 people onboard a boat were reportedly 

pushed back from Cyprus to Turkey. 

• A report produced by the Ombudswoman, Maria Stylianou-Lottides, with 

the UCLan Cyprus University, revealed the extremely worrying conditions 

of migrant domestic workers in Cyprus. Among the alarming findings: 

domestic workers work 40% more hours than their employment contract 

states; and “about 75 per cent of them said they would not report their 

employer to the police if they were victims of physical abuse” 

21/12 2020 

• EuroMed Rights’ member KISA denounces the continuous acts of 

repression by the Cypriot government and its Minister of Interior, 

who “proceeded on 14.12.2020 to remove KISA from the Register of 

Associations and declared KISA’s actions as illegal” in a violent 

criminalisation and defamation attempt.    

28/09 – 09/10 2020 

• Cyprus and Lebanon are concluding an agreement which will allow to 

“swiftly turn away boats proven to have left Lebanon and send them back 

to where they have departed from”, thus legitimising pushbacks and 

collective expulsions in violation of the principle of non-refoulement and of 

EU and international conventions. An increased support from the European 

Border and Coast Guard Agency, Frontex, is also foreseen. Migrants report 

cases of violence, threats and beating from the “Greek Cypriot marine 

police officers”. Human Right Watch published a report on pushbacks from 

Cyprus to Lebanon. 
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