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EUROMEDRIGHTS WORKING GROUPS

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 2015
WORKING GROUP ON PALESTINE, ISRAEL AND THE PALESTINIANS

The Working Group on Palestine, Israel and the Palestinians (PIP) aims at creating a civil society advocacy forum aimed at promoting respect for international human rights and humanitarian law (IHRL and IHL) in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, and in particular in the EU and its Member States’ bilateral and multilateral relations with Israel and the Palestinian leadership. This will be achieved through the WG’s four main activities, namely monitoring, advocacy, capacity building and networking.
Monitoring, evaluating and reporting on the implementation of the EU's and its Member States’ obligations and commitments regarding IHL and IHRL in their relations with Israel and the Palestinian leadership: This will be done through the commissioning of reports and other monitoring activities aimed at raising awareness about the main human rights and IHL concerns in Israel/Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) and the implementation of the EU and its Member States’ obligations and commitments in this regard. Through these activities the WG will identify opportunities, gaps and recommendations for EU action and NGO advocacy on specific thematic issues.
Advocating the EU and its Member States to respect their obligations and commitments with regards to IHRL and IHL in Israel/OPT and ensure the full use and implementation of the human rights mechanisms at their disposal: This will be done through the organization of advocacy missions targeting the EU institutions and EU member states as well as the UN and other fora deemed relevant. 
Strengthening members’ advocacy capacity and knowledge of the EU, its human rights obligations and commitments as well as of available tools and human rights initiatives at EU, EU Member State and UN level: This will be done through an annual workshop on European advocacy on Israel and the OPT, inviting European NGOs from a wide range of European Member States conducting advocacy work in their respective countries, as well as through regular trainings and the dissemination of reports, briefings, factsheets and advocacy strategy papers.  
Strengthening networking between Palestinian, Israeli and European NGOs: This will be done by building broad alliances between Palestinian, Israeli and European NGOs, both inside the PIP working group and beyond it. These efforts will aim at facilitating the exchange of information and strengthen the coordination of advocacy efforts, particularly between organisations in Israel/OPT, Brussels, Geneva and EU Member State capitals. 
For more information on the PIP Working Group and its activities, see at: 
http://euromedrights.org/theme/palestine-israel-and-palestinians/
