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EUROMED RIGHTS WORKING GROUPS

CALL FOR PARTICIPATION 2015
 WORKING GROUP ON MIGRATION AND ASYLUM (MA WG)

Over the past few years, the very volatile context in the South and East Mediterranean, and the austerity measures in the North Mediterranean have had a significant impact on the rights of migrants and refugees. Through reporting, regional meetings, advocacy and solidarity actions, the EuroMed Rights WG on Migration and Asylum (MA WG) aims to promote and protect the rights of migrants and refugees in the Euro-Med region by monitoring the EU’s relations with the South and East Mediterranean, as well as south-south dynamics in the region. The MAWG activities are structured along the following objectives:

Monitor, raise awareness, and conduct advocacy regionally and nationally about the situation of migrants and refugees in the South and East Mediterranean countries: The region is experiencing major changes with regard to migration patterns and trends. Restrictive policies are being devised and fences erected throughout the region while, making border crossing become more and more difficult –while at the same time the region is facing major refugee crises. Other issues remain high on the agenda such as the exploitation of migrant workers. The role of the MAWG will be crucial to monitor the situation in the region on a regular basis and undertake appropriate actions to promote the rights of migrants and refugees in the context of these changes, including alert actions on emblematic cases.  

Monitor EU migration policies (EU policies and bilateral policies initiated by some member states), raise awareness of their effect on the rights of refugees and migrants, and conduct regional or national advocacy accordingly: This includes monitoring EU’s external action in relation to migration, asylum and border control such as  readmission agreements, mobility partnerships, Frontex’s external action in the South and East Mediterranean, but also advocating for transparency and commitment to international human rights law and EU law.
Strengthen cooperation related to the rights of migrants and refugees: One of the aims of the MAWG is to strengthen regional cooperation on migrants’ and refugees’ rights issues. As such members of the MAWG are encouraged to exchange information with one another between working group meetings and serve as ‘contact points’ in the countries where they are based to facilitate networking and to initiate projects among members. The EuroMed Rights network can be instrumental in facilitating regional dynamics or solidarity action in support to one specific situation depending on what the WG will decide as priority actions (advocacy missions, regional meetings).

Capacity building of civil society in the South Mediterranean to work on refugee, migration and asylum issues as well as to reflect critically and respond to EU migration policies: capacity building of civil society organisations, including organisations in the South, to better protect the rights of migrants and refugees as well as supporting the development of a South Mediterranean civil society response to EU migration policies (raising awareness of their effect on the rights of foreign communities, promoting alternative policy making protective of mobility and the economic and social rights of migrants and refugees). 
For more information on the WG and its activities, see: http://euromedrights.org/theme/migration-refugees-and-asylum-seekers/ 
